Professional Needs of Efl Teachers at Elementary Schools in Turkey by BUYUKYAVUZ, Oya
Professional Needs of Efl Teachers at Elementary Schools in Turkey 
 
Oya Büyükyavuz 
Süleyman Demirel University/Isparta, Turkey 
 
ABSTRACT 
 
Being a foreign language teacher requires a lot of peculiarities that should be acquired and performed appropriately 
in the class accordingly. This paper provides the results of research based on the professional needs of the teachers 
of English at elementary schools in Turkey. It also presents the recent description of teacher development and 
characteristics of foreign language teachers focusing particularly on the subject of professional needs of English 
language teachers. In this qualitative study, among the randomly selected participants, 152 teachers of English 
working at elementary schools in Turkey provided data for their professional needs. The data for this research were 
collected through the specifically designed survey entitled “Professional Needs Analysis Survey and the views 
obtained from semi-structured interviews with five participants. The analysis showed that a great  amount of EFL 
(English as Foreign Language) teachers need to be professionally developed in order to be able to perform their 
professions appropriately, and to keep up with the rapid development in the  ICT field that requires teachers to be 
continuously up to date. 
